
ROCK & ROLL HISTORY AND GUITAR SYLLABUS 

Welcome to Rock & Roll History and Guitar! My name is Mr. Peryer and I am the Band Director 

at the Edwards-Knox Central School District. Despite the various challenges that this school year will 

bring as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, I am looking forward to an exciting year of music-making 

with the students at E-K. This syllabus is designed to explain the purpose, goals, requirements, 

procedures, and activities of the Rock & Roll History & Guitar class.  

Course Overview 

Rock & Roll History and Guitar is a high school music elective that will provide students with an 

overview of the history of the Rock & Roll genre from the mid-1900s to present day. The topics covered 

in this course will engage students in discussions regarding social commentary on historical events, the 

artistic processes of music artists, the recording process, the live music scene, and more. Students will 

also receive instruction on the guitar as part of this course due to the integral role the instrument played 

in the development of the Rock & Roll genre. This course will cover basic to intermediate guitar skills 

including how to play chords, scales, basic melodies, and songs. Students of all skill levels on the guitar 

are welcome in this course. No prior experience on the guitar is required. This is an introductory music 

course and there are no prerequisites for enrollment. 

This course will be split into two primary focuses: learning about Rock & Roll History and 

learning how to play the guitar. Students enrolled in the Hybrid Model of schooling at E-K will focus 

primarily on learning how to play the guitar during their in-school instruction days. On at-home/virtual 

learning days, students will primarily focus their attention to TeachRock.Org to take part in multimedia 

lessons on the history of Rock & Roll. Fully-Remote/Online learners will complete the same assignments 

as hybrid learners and will take part in one weekly 20-30 minute Zoom guitar lesson with Mr. Peryer to 

receive their guitar instruction. More information on grading and assignments can be found below. 

Classroom Rules/Expectations 

 Students will be expected to adhere to all rules and policies of the E-K High School Student 

Handbook and the following classroom expectations: 

 Students will ensure that their hands are sanitized prior to playing the guitar in school. 

 Students will be ready to play and participate in class and lessons. 



 Students will be respectful of the teacher and fellow students while rehearsal is in session. 

Bullying or hateful rhetoric WILL NOT be tolerated. 

 Keep talking or side conversations to a MINIMUM, unless otherwise instructed by the teacher.  

 If a student has a question or concern, they can raise their hand to be called on.  

 No touching the piano, audio equipment, or the teacher’s desk without the permission of the 

teacher.  

 No gum or food of any kind.  

 No hoods or hats. 

 Students are expected to use the bathroom and go to their lockers before rehearsal, not during. 

 Cell phones are not permitted in class unless instructed otherwise by the teacher.  

 Inappropriate behavior will result in consequences deemed appropriate by the teacher and 

school administration.  

 Students who fail or refuse to comply with mask-wearing policies and staying in their assigned 

socially-distanced seat/spot in the classroom will be sent out of the classroom.  

*Students rehearsal participation grade will be determined by their ability to adhere to the class 

policies stated above. 

Required Materials 

 Face Mask 

 Pencil 

 Folder 

 Chromebook 

 Guitar (provided by the school unless one is owned by the student) 

Grade Breakdown 

 Students’ grades for each marking period will be determined by the following breakdown: 

20% - Class Participation/Guitar Lessons: In-School for Hybrid Learners, Zoom for Fully-Remote 

Learners. 

30% - Homework & TeachRock Lesson/Video Responses: At least 1 pg. Double-Spaced, 12 pt. Times 

New Roman Font every week; summarizing the main points from the week’s assigned lessons/videos on 



TeachRock.Org. Responses will be used as an aid in classroom conversations and will be collected by the 

teacher. 

20% - Guitar Assessments: Assesses the basic guitar skills learned and practiced in the course. 

20% - Final Project/Presentation: Poster or PowerPoint Presentation on a Rock & Roll artist of the 

student’s choice (rubric will be handed out in class at a later date). 

10% - Final Song Project: Students will choose a song with the help of the teacher to either play to a 

recording/backing track or to sing and play. 

All assignments for each week of this course will be posted on Schoology before Monday at the 

beginning of each school week and will include the due date for that assignment. Guitar assessments 

and larger assignments (such as projects and presentations) will be assigned well enough in advance to 

give the students ample time to complete and prepare for these assignments. 

Miscellaneous 

If a student has any aspirations of studying music after they are done secondary school, please 

notify Mr. Peryer as soon as possible as there are many requirements for admission to undergraduate 

music school programs. If a student has any questions about musical opportunities both inside and 

outside of school, they are more than welcome to come discuss these inquiries with Mr. Peryer. If there 

are any other questions or concerns, my door is always open! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


